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I made a careful sketch of the outline of one, to serve as a stand-

ard of comparison. For a fortnight I could detect no certain

increase, but being then absent from home for a week, I found
on my return a decided growth, the scale having pushed out an

irregular sinuous projection.
At the time of my closing this note for the press, the state of

things is as follows. The shoots of the Gracilaria have attained

a length of one-third to one-half of an inch : those of the RJiody-
menia juhata are from one- half to two- thirds of an inch in length ;

they are very numerous, especially about the roots of the plant,
where they form a dense thicket of a rich crimson colour. The
shoots of the Chondrus are steadily increasing, but more slowly.
The tiny Ceramium has come to an untimely end, having been

eaten off, probably by some vagrant Rissoa. The Corallina I

have just described. Besides these, patches of the fine dense fila-

ments of a Callithamnion (perhaps Rothii) are appearing on some
of the shells ; and the tips of a specimen of Phyllophora rubens

have the brightness of new growth ;
but as I have not subjected

these to strict comparisons, I will not insist on them. The facts

above recorded are sufficient to show that there is nothing in the

nature of the Rhodosperms to prevent their being cultivated in

confinement, with a facility far superior to that which attends

the culture of multitudes of terrestrial plants that reward the

skill and perseverance of the horticulturist.

^> P. H. GossE.
ii' May 19th, 1854.
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May 25, 1852. —J. Gould, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-President, in the Chair.

BfESCRIPTIONS OF EIGHTEEN NEWSPECIES OF LaND ShELLS,
-W' FROMTHE Collection of H. Cuming, Esq.

'{}' By Dr. L. Pfeiffer.

1. Helix avus, Pfr. H. testd umbilicatdf depressdy solidd^ ob-

lique striatuld^ nitiduld, pallide fulvd ; spird convexdy brevi ;

siiturd levi; anfractibus 4 vix convexiusculis, sensim accres-

centibuSf ultimo carinatOy utrinque convexiore, fascia fusca ad
suturaniy pallidaque ad carinam ornato^ bast pallido, circa um-
hilicum mediocrem, pervium subcompresso ; aperturd vix obliqud,

subtrianyulari-lunari ; peristomate crassoy albo, expanso et re-

Jlcxo, marginibus remotis, callo crasso juncfis.
Diam. maj. 37, min. 31, alt. 18 mill.

Hub. in insulis Philippinis.

2. Helix Emiliana, Pfr. H. testd perforata^ eonoideo-lenti-
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culariy soliduld, supernh confertAm costulatd, lineis impressis

spiralibus suh regular iter granulatd^ opacd, lutescenti-fuscd ;

spird conoided, vertice eleimto, ohtusiusculo ; anfractihus 6 con-

vexiuscuHs, lente accrescentibus, ultimo nan descendente, com-

presse carinato, basi convexo, radiatim striatulo, nitidido ;

aperturd obliqud, angulato-lunari ; peristomate simplice, rectOy

tnargine columellari ad perforationem rejlexiusculo.
Diam. maj. 16, min. 15, alt. 8 mill.

Hab. in insula Ceylon.

3. Helix Redfieldi, Pfr. H. testd umbilicatdy conoideo-glo-

bosd, tenui, irregulariter striatd et obsoletissime decussatdy

diaphand, nitidd, fulvo-corned ; spird conoided, obtusuld ; an-

fractibus 5y convexis, regulariter accrescentibus, ultimo in-

flat o, non descendente ; aperturd parum obliqud, lunato-rotun-

datdy altiore quam latd, intus margaritaced ; peristomate sim-

plicCy recto, acuto, marginibiis remotis, columellari subverticaliy

sursum dilatato, umbilicimi angustum semitegente.
Diam. maj. 17, min. 15, alt. 14 mill.

Hab, Shang Hai, Chinse {Mr, Fortune),

4. Helix NUDA, Pfr. H. testd vix perforatd, conoideo-depressd,

tenui, radiatim striatuld, pellucidd, pallide fulvo-corned ; spird

conoided, acutiusculd ; suturd impressd, albo-submarginatd ; an-

fractibus 6 convexiusculis, ultimo majore, inflato, non descen-

dente ; aperturd fere diagonali, rotundato lunari, latiore quam
altd ; peristomate simplice, recto, marginibus subconniventibus,

dextro arcuatim antrorsum dilatato, columellari subrecedente,

arcuato, superne dilatato, rejlexo.

Diam. maj. 11, min. 9f, alt. 7 mill.

Hab. in Himalayah {Mr. Fortune).

5. Helix Minerva, Pfr. H. testd umbilicatd, sublenticulari,

solidd, subtiliter et confertim striatd, carinatd, 7iitiduld, luted,

fasciis 2 nigro-castaneis supra et infra carinam ornatd ; spird

brevi, convexd, obtusd ; suturd lineari ; anfractibus 4 sensim

accrescentibus, vix convexiusculis, ultimo non descendente, basi,

prcEsertim antice, convexo, circa umbilicum angustum, conicum,

subcompresso ; aperturd diagonali, rotund ato-lunari, intus sub-

margaritaced ; peristomate simplice, recto, marginibus remotis,

supero antrorsum subarcuato, columellari subverticali, sursum

dilatato, patente.
Diam. maj. 25, min. 22|^, alt. 12 mill.

Hab. in insula Celebes?

6. Helix Rehbeini, Pfr. H. testd imperforatd, globosd, solidd,

minutissime striatuld, sub epidermide non nitente, virenti-luted

albd, plerumque fasciis saturate castaneis pluribus latis cinctd;

spird conoideo-semiglobosd, obtusuld; anfractibus A\ modice

convexis, rapide crescentibus, ultimo rotundato, antice breviter

descendente, circa columeUam vix declivem, latam, albam, sub-

excavatam nigricante ; aperturd diagonali, lunato-rotundatd.
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intus albidd ; i^eristomate alba, expanso-rejlexiusculo, intus sub-

incrassato.

Diam. niaj. 27, mi". 23, alt. 20 mill.

Hab. in insulis Philippiuis.

7. Helix Eva, Pfr. //. testd imperforatd, trochiformi, solidd,

subtiliter et confertim striata^ vix nitiduld, earned, surswn

fascid fuseo-violaeed ornatd vel omnino fuseuld ; spird eoniedy

acutiusculd ; suturd impressd ; anfraetibus 5 vix convexis, ul-

timo nan deseendenfe, acute carinato, basi convexiusculo, medio

impresso ; aperturd perobliqud, lunato-rhombed ; peristomate
fusco-limbato, marginibus subparallelis, supero expansiusculo,
basali arcuato, medio angulum obsoletum formante, incrassato,

breviter rejlexo.
Diam. maj. 14, min. 12, alt. 9 mill.

Hab. in insulis Novis Hebridibus.

8. Heltx isodon, Pfr. H. testd angusth umbilicatd, conoideo-

lenticulari, solidd, undique minute granulatd, castaneo-fuscd ;

spird late conoided, obtusuld ; anfraetibus 5 vix convexius-

culis, lente accrescentibuSy ultimo carinato, anticb perdeflexo,

strangulato et scrobiculato, basi convexo ; aperturd fere hori-

zontali, auriformi ; peristomate fiisculo, subincrassatOy refexo,

marginibus callo alte elevato flexuosoy medio laminam linguce-

formem emittente junctisy dextro valde curvatOy bidentatOy ba-

sali decliviy unidentato, dentibus subcequalibusy validis,

Diam. maj. 19, min. 17i, alt. lOf mill.

Hab. in Columbia occidentali.

9. BuLiMUS Janus, Pfr. B. testd imperforatdy dextrorsd vel

sinistrorsdy subfusiformi-oblongdy solidd, vix nitiduldy luted-

fasciis 3 extus opace viridibuSy intus nitide atro-castaneis, peri-
stoma non attingentibuSy basali latissimdy varicibusque casta-

neis sparsis ornatd ; spird eoniedy acutiusculd ; anfraetibus 6

—7convexiusculiSy ultimo
§- longitudinis subcequantCy basi atte-

nuato ; columelld verticali, strictd ; aperturd obliqudy semi-

ovaliy basi subangulatd ; peristomate subincrassatOy breviter

reflexOy alboy marginibus callo nigro-castaneo junctis.

Long. 47, diam. 20 mill.

Hab. in Novis Hebridibus.

10. BuLiMUS FULiGiNEUs, Pfr. B. testd imperforatd, oblongd,

soliddy longitudinaliter striata et concentrice irregulariter sub-

sulcatdy fuligined ; spird convexo-conicdy obtusuld; suturd pro-

funddy pallidd ; anfraetibus 5 modich convexis y rapide accrescen-

tibusy ultimo f longitudinis cequantCy basi attenuato ; columelld

carnedy subtortdy basi subtruncatd ; aperturd vix obliqudy

elongato-auriformiy intus lividd ; peristomate undique expan-
siusculoy margine dextro medio impresso, intus subdentato.

Long. 38, diam. 16 mill.

Hab. in Novis Hebridibus.

11. BuLiMTJS Blandi, Pfr. B. testd pervie et angusth umbili-

catdy turritdy tenuiusculdy obliquk confertim floso-striatdy opacd.
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calcared; spird elongatd^infra apicem latuniy obtusum attenuatd;

suturd vix impressd ; anfractibus 17 plants, ultimo subangulatOy

\ longitudinis subcequante ; aperturd vix obliqud, subtetragond ;

peristomate simplice, rectOy margine columellari superne re-

Jlexiusculo.

Long. 22, diam. 7 mill.

Hab. Baranguilla in Andibus Columbianis {Bland).

12. Partula glutinosa, Pfr. P. testd subumbilicatdy sub-

pyramidatdy soliddy Icevigatd (sub lente vix decussatuld), epi-

dermide fulvdy nitidd, quasi glutinosa obductd ; spird elevato-

conicdy apice acutd ; suturd Icevi ; anfractibus 5, superis planis,
ultimo spiram subcequante, convexiore, basi quasi saccato ; colu-

mella leviter arcuatd, superne vix plicatd ; aperturd fere verti-

caliy oblongdy oblique protractd ; peristomate lato, intus calloso,

violaceo-fusco limbato, marginibus subparallelis.

Long. 19, diam. 10 mill.

Hab. ?

13. Partula dentifera, Pfr. P. testd subumbilicatd, ovato-

conicd, solidd, sublcevigatd, parum nitidd, pallide stramined ;

spird conicd, apice acutiusculd ; suturd marginatd ; anfractibus
, N-'^ 5^, summis planis, penultimo convexiore, ultimo spird vix bre-

viore, convexo, antice medio impresso ; columelld subverticali,

vix plicatd ; aperturd vix obliqud, angustd, obverse auriformi ;

peristomate valde incrassato, albo, patente, marginibus sub-

paralleliss dextro superne valde curvato, medio tuberculum

acutum, dentiforme gerente.

Long. 21^, diam. 10 mill.

Hab. ?

14. AcHATiNA lOSTOMA, Pfr. A. testd fusiformi-ovatd, tenui,

undique cequaliter granulatd, parum nitidd, fulvd, strigis ob-

scuris, latis, subangulatis, castaneis ornatd ; spird conicd, su-

perne attenuatd, pallidd, apice obtusd ; suturd subcrenatd ;

anfractibus 7^ vix convexiusculis, ultitno spiram paulb super ante,

basi subattenuato ; columelld leviter tortd, basi oblique et bre-

viter truncatd ; aperturd verticali, anguste semiovali, intus

pallide lilacind^ nitidd; peristomate simplice, margine dextro

regulariter arcuato.

Long. 128, diam. 56 mill.

Hab. Fernando Po (Fraser).

15. AcHATiNA GLUTINOSA, Pfr, A. tcstd ovato-conicd, tenuius-

culd, longitudinaliter striatd, subunicolore fulvd ; spird conicd,

sursum attenuatd, apice obtusiusculd ; anfractibus 7\, mediis

lineis spiralibus subdecussatis, ad suturam submarginatam pro-

funde striatis, ultimo spiram paulb superante, sublfBvigato,

glutinoso-nitente ; columelld pUcato-tortd, basi abrupte trun-

catd; aperturd obliqud, fere ovali, intus lilaced, margaritaced ;

peristomate simplice, fusco-limbato, margine basali arcuato.

Long. 98, diam. 45 mill.

Hab. in Africa occidentali {Fraser).
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16. AcHATiNA Deshayesi, Pfr. A. testd turrito-ovatdy tenuius-

culdy subl(Bvigatd, nitidd, corneo-fuscd ; spird elongatd, convexd,

apice ohtusuld; suturd simpUcey suhprofundd ; anfractihus 7

convexis, ultimo
|- longitudinis suhcBqudntey basi rotundato ;

columelld subtortd, late et oblique truncatd ; aperturd vix

obliqud, rhomb eo-semiovali ; peristomate simplice, obtuso, mar-

gine dextro subrepando.

Long. 11, diam. .5 mill.

Hab. in insula Ceylon.

17. AcHATiNA CEREA, Pfr. A. tsstd oblongo-turHtdy tenui, sub-

mit er et regulariter striatd, nitidd, pelluciddy pallide cered ;

spird recfilineari, apice obtusd ; suturd mediocri, minute crenu-

latd ; anfractibus 8 vix convexis^ ultimo ^ longitudinis vix su-

perante, infra medium subangulato ; columelld curvatdy abrupth
truncatd; aperturd obliqud, oblongd ; peristomate simplice,

recto, margine dextro leviter arcuato.

Long. 14, diam. 4f mill.

Hab. Fernando Po (Fraser).

18. Helicina subl^vigata, Pfr. H. testd conoideo-depressd,

soliduld, sublcevigatdy nitiduld, unicolore rubelld vel albidd,
subtus violaceo zonatd ; spird breviter conoided, vertice obtusulo;

anfractibus 5 vix convexiusculis, ultimo latiore, peripherid ob-

solete angulato ; aperturd diagonali, subsemiovali ; columelld

brevi, simplice, callum crassiusculum, circumscriptum retrorsum

emittente ; peristomate simplice, breviter expanso, margine

basalifere rectilineari, ad columellas subdentato. Operculum
tenue, corneum.

Diam. maj. 8, min. 6^ alt. 5 mill.

Hab. in Novis Hebridibus.

Notes on the Didunculus, a species of Pigeon supposed
TO BE PECULIAR TO THE NavTGATOr's IsLANDS. By LiEUT.
THE Hon. F. Walpole, R.N. Communicated by J. H.
Gurney, Esq., F.Z.S.

May 25. ,

Lieut. Walpole always saw this bird (when in its natural state)
either perching on trees or flying about them, —

feeding by day and

roosting by night among the branches. He never saw them on the

ground, though he has seen places where they appeared to have been

scratching, either for roots or for other food. The crops of the spe-
cimens which he examined were, however, generally filled with green
berries, which grew in clusters on a species of ash. The number of

specimens so examined was considerable, as the birds formed Lieut.

Walpole' 8 principal food while on these islands. He found the flesh

most excellent, though in colour darker even that of the English
wood-pigeon. The flight of the Didunculus is mostly limited to a

transit from wood to wood, as they rarely attempt to pass from one
island to another, —the distance between the islands varying from ten

to eighty nautical miles.
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Though their flight appears to be inferior to that of most pigeons,
it is of the same swooping and continuous character.

They retire late to roost, but are not nocturnal.

They are generally seen either in pairs or in small flocks. The

largest flock seen by Lieut. Walpole consisted of nine.

In the breeding season they pair and retire to the interior of the

islands, where they nest amongst the rocks.

Lieut. Walpole does not know the colour or number of the eggs,
but states that the young are naked and helpless.

The male bird is superior to the female in size, colour, and carriage,
but does not attain his full plumage until the second year.

The natives of the Samoon Islands are fond of keeping the Didun-
culi tame as pets, either taking them from the nest, or, when older,

with bird-lime.

They attach the bird by a long string fastened round one leg to a

stick about two feet in length, with a fork at the end, which is stuck

generally in the wall inside the hut, but sometimes in the ground
outside.

The natives, when they walk, often carry with them these sticks

with the birds attached, and train the birds to leave the stick occa-

sionally and hover above it till it is again presented for the bird to

perch on, —the line by which it is attached being long enough to ad-

mit of this operation.

Vf'T, *^^y ^^' 1852. —G. R. Waterhouse, Esq., in the Chair, j^ ^no

Note on the Indian Weaver-bird (Ploceus Philippensis)1"
By Lieut. Burgess. '^

The dimensions of the male are as follows :
—Length 6|^ inches ; {

from the carpal joint to the end of the longest quill- feather, 2f inches.

Irides dark brown ; beak bluish black ;
base of the lower mandible

dull yellow on the underside ; legs, feet and claws pale flesh-colou^red

brown.
./.,},[m

Length 6^ inches ; from the carpal joint to the end of the longest

quill-feather, 2f inches. Beak yellowish horn colour ; base of both

mandibles, especially that of the lower, dull brownish orange ; legs,

feet and claws as in the male.

These pretty little birds are sociable in their habits, building seve-

ral nests on the same tree. The nests are of beautiful construction,

shaped like a ball, with a long pendent tube. They are generally
formed of a species of strong wiry grass, but in places where the

date-palm grows, they are made with fine fibres, split by these little

architects out of the small spiked side-leaflets of the branches. Both
male and female work, though the male appears to prefer looking on

and squabbling with his neighbours to building. When a blade of

grass or fibre has been brought to the nest, considerable time is re-

quired to work it into the growing fabric, the builder weaving both

on the outside and inside. The entrance tube is a most beautiful

piece of workmanship, and in many nests is nearly a foot long. When
these birds commence building, they almost invariably fix upon a
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thorny tree, or one growing over a stream or old well. In places
where date trees are growing on the banks of a stream they appear
to prefer them, but I do not recollect having seen nests away from
water. Having selected their situation, they begin by weaving a
stem of grass or fibre of date leaf, attaching to it a ring of the same
materials ; on one side of this ring is worked the body of the nest, on
the other the ei\trance tube. A very slender drooping bough is gene-
rally selected ; the upper portion of the ball of the nest, as it is being
worked, is strengthen^ with lumps of mud.

In one or two instances I have seen an upper room over the nest,
between it and the bough. This appears to be the abode of the

male. On one occasion, when watching a colony of these birds build-

ing, I observed a nest with an upper story, in which the male was

lazily sitting whilst the female was working at the room below ; and
the natives who assisted me in getting some of the nests assured me
that the upper is the male's abode. The upper room is made by
widening the stem of the nest, and adding a penthouse to it. When
the nest is finished, which takes place about the middle of August
(the heigh th of the monsoon), the eggs, six or eight in number and
of a pure white, are laid. During the breeding season the male em-

ploys himself alternately in helping his mate and fighting with all

others of his kind that approach his nest. His song, often repeated,
is simple and very sweet.

It is a very curious fact, that out of some fifty nests not more than
one or two have the upper room attached. If this penthouse is put
up to keep off the monsoon rains, why should so few males have
them?

The claws of these birds are remarkably long, enabling them to

hang securely to their nests when building them. Their food con-

sists of seeds. In the month of April I shot two or three in the

hedge round a stackyard. They were males, in the same plumage
as the adult female. The adult male loses, I believe, his bright

golden plumage after the breeding season.

Descriptions of New Shells, from the Cumingian
Collection. By Arthur Adams, F.L.S. etc.

1. Myochama Stutchburyi, a. Adams. M. testa incequivalvi,

suheBquilaterali^ rosea ; valva dextra affixa, sinistra convex-

iuscula, apice acuto^ antice recurvoy longitudinaliter costata,

transverse oblique plicata ; costis squamulato-nodosis ; latere

antico rotundato, postico oblique truncato.

Hab. Australia.

This species, named in honour of the founder of the genus, differs

from the type M. anomio'ides in being longitudinally ribbed radiately
from the apex, and in the apex of the unibones being sharp, pro-

duced, and flattened.

2. Myochama Keppelliana, A. Adams. M. testa incequi-

valvi, cequilaterali, carnea ; valva dextra affixa, sinistra con-

vexa, apice prodncto, acuto, injlexo, longitudinaUter radiatim

Ann. ^ Mag. N. Hist. Ser. 2. Vol. xiii. 33
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'^o {. costata ; costis nonnullis dichotomis^ squamulis rotundatis,

)iih. arcuatisy confertis, ornatis ,-- latere postico oblique truncatOf

-ill.) antico rotundato. o 9/iHitfC '->

Hah, Bass's Straits, deep water.
'

^
This species, found by the Hon. Captain Keppell, differs from the

type in the ribs radiating regularly from the apex and not being

nodosely wrinkled, but furnished with regular rounded arcuated

scaly tubercles.

^>.3. Crassatella obesa, a. Adams. C testa cequivalvi^ incequi-
-H^ laterally crassa, gibbosa, epidermide rufo-fusca sericea obtecta,
-0^' transverse valde plicata, plicis prominentibus, ad marginem
^t'h^ ventralem evanidis ; lunula impressa lanceolata ; latere postico

subproducto, angulatOy margine truncato; latere antico gibboso,

margine rotundato.

Hab. New Zealand, deep water (Mr. Strange^.
This species somewhat resembles C. lapidea. Reeve, but it is not

rayed, nor beaked so strongly posteriorly, and the valves are much
more gibbous and very strongly transversely plicate.

t,s^4* Crassatella Cumingii, A. Adams. C. testa cequivalvi,

'^^\ incBquilaterali, subtrigonali, epidermide fusca radiatim striata

~\^yiyObtectay transverse concentrice valde plicata, plicis crassis, ele-

Vs^fe vatis, ad marginem ventralem evanidis; latere antico rotundato,

postico subrostrato, margine oblique truncato.

Hab. Moreton Bay, East Australia, deep water {Mr. Strange).
., rrThis large species is near C. pulchra. Reeve, but differs in being
more gibbose, less beaked posteriorly, in the plicae being stronger,
and in wanting the coloured rays.

5. AsPERGiLLUMStrangei, A. Adams. A. testa cequivalvi, sub-

-V: cequilaterali, alba^ transversim sulcosa, umbonibus prominulis ;

r%V tubo inferne clauso, disco terminali basi adhcerente, ad latera

j/.?\ expansiusculoy margine tuhulis minimis ornato, postice subca-

-wv. rinatOy producto, tubulis curtis instructo ; superne elongato,

tortuosoy carinis obtusis quatuor longitudinalibus, omato, mar-

gine simplice recto.

Hab. Seas of Australia {Mr. Strange).
Two specimens of this curious form were collected, one attached to

a stone, and the other to the valve of a Mytilus. They were found

at Sydney, in shoal water. The fact of the tube being nothing more
than the valves greatly expanded and modified, is well shown in one

of the specimens.

6. Trigonia Strangei, A. Adams. T. testa cequivalvi, ince-

quilaterali, subtrigona, fusca, longitudinaliter valde costata ;

costis antice confertis, postice magis distantibus, squamis nodi-

formibus, transversis, imbricatis, confertis, ornatis; interstitiis

;U transverse crebre striatis ; latere antico rotundato, postico

j^QM. oblique subtruncato. „j-ji zui^ii- •

r,

^^JHab. Sydney, deep water {Mr. Strange). m '^no'^^H YJ:3via ?

,ii;.This species is larger than T. margaritacea, and somewhat re-
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sembles in the style of sculpture T. uniophora. Gray. The form of

the scales on the ribs at once distinguishes it, however ;
the shape

of the shell, especially the outline of the hind slope, is also very dif-

ferent.

7. Chiton insculptus, A. Adams. C. testa oblonga, valde

elevatay valvis terminalibus cceterarumque areis lateralibus ra-

diatim costatis, costis granatis, granis transversis, subcon-

fertis, ad marginem obsoletis ; umbonibus carinatis ; valva ter-

minali antice umbonata ; areis centralibus longitudinaliter valde

liratis ; liris obsolete rugoso-granulatis. Coccineus, areis cen-

tralibus lineis nigro-fuscis duabus ornatis ; ligamento luteo-

fusco fuscoque articulato squamulatOi squamulis Icevis, nitidisy

convexis.

Hab. New Zealand, on dead shells, deep water {Mr. Strange).
A beautifully sculptured species of a red colour, with two dark

parallel lines down the centre of the valves. n foboq

8. Chiton muricatus, A. Adams. C. testa oblonga, in medio
valde elevatay nigro-fusco alboque variegata, valvis terminalibus

cceterarumque areis lateralibus radiatirri costatis ; costis granis
sj^ elevatis acutis ornatis; valva terminali in medio umbonata;
V areis centralibus longitudinaliter valde liratis, umbonibus Icevi-

^o!i bu^, elevatis, subproductis ; ligamento squaniulato ; squamulis
mucronatis, imbricatis, apicibus suberectis.

^ab. Sydney, under stones, low water {Mr. Strange).

^frThis species is remarkable for the somewhat triangular imbricate

scales of the ligament ending in sharp pointed mucrones ; the liga-
ment is tessellated with pale fuscous and dark brown ; the ribs on the

lateral areas are four, muricated with sharp granules.

^
,9. Chiton versicolor, A. Adams. C. testa oblongo-ovali, ele-

• vH vatiuscula, rufo, albo, fuscoque varie picta ; valvis obtusis, in

,v, medio longitudinaliter sulcosis, umbonibus acutis subrostratis,

^\ apicibus dejlexis ; valva terminali in medio umbonata ; liga-

,-^\ mento tenuiter granoso-coriaceo rufo-fusco, macidis albis quin-

que ornato.

Hab. Sydney, under stones, low water {Mr. Strange).
A prettily variegated species, with the scales on the ligament mi-

nute, imbedded and not imbricate, and the entire upper surface of

the valves delicately shagreened.
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March 2, 1854.— Professor Graham, V.P., in the Chair.

1. "On the Growth of Land Shells." By E. J. Lowe, Esq.,

F.G.S., F.R.A.S. &c.

Perhaps the following observations on the growth of land shells

may contain sufficient information to prove interesting to the Royal

Society. Before describing them, however, a few introductory re-

marks will be necessary. Every individual experimented upon has
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